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Dear Sir / Madam 
 

Application by Medworth CHP Limited for an Order Granting Development 
Consent (DCO) for the Medworth Energy from Waste Combined Heat and Power 
Facility 

 
We are writing on behalf of Cambridgeshire County Council and Fenland District 
Council (the Councils) with the Councils’ submissions in response to the Medworth CHP 
Limited DCO Examination Deadline 4.  
 
Included with this submission are the following documents: 
 

• CLA.D4.OS.A.C - Comments on the Applicant’s Deadline 3 Submissions; 

• CLA.D4.ISH3-5.AP.R - Response to ISH3, ISH4 and ISH5 Action Points; 

• CLA.D4.ISH3-5.AP.AA – Appendix A – Extract of CPMWLP Policies Referenced; 

• CLA.D4.ISH3-5.AP.AB – Appendix B – Extract of FDC Policies Referenced; 

• CLA.D4.ISH3-5.S - Written Summaries of Oral Representation Made at ISH3, ISH4 
and ISH5; 

• CLA.D4.ISH3-5.S.AC – Appendix C – Output of CCC’s Waste Emissions Analysis; 
and 

• CLA.D4.ISH3-5.S.AC – Appendix C – Output of CCC’s Waste Emissions Analysis. 
 
 

If you have any queries regarding the submissions or require any further information, 
please contact planningdc@cambridgeshire.gov.uk / 01223 715518. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Frank Jordan 
Executive Director, Place and Sustainability 
Cambridgeshire County Council 
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It should be noted that the Key Diagram is ‘indicative’ in nature, as highlighted in the 
key (Urban Area extent is shown indicatively). In this regard, at the time of the 
adoption of the Plan, it appears that part of the application site had a waste operation 
active upon it and the extent of the urban area potentially does not account for this. 
This confirms the indicative nature of the Key Diagram in the Adopted Local Plan. 

 
As per the Key Diagram, the main area of the proposed site is located partly within the 
existing urban area and partly within a ‘Broad Location for Growth’ for the South 
Wisbech Area. Policy LP8 relates to this matter (please refer to pages 36 to 39 of the 
Adopted Local Plan). The relevant part of the policy is reproduced below: 

 

 
It should be noted that the policy identies that the ‘Broad Location for Growth’ area 
(BLGA) will be used predominately for business purposes, with potential for some 
residential development to the east. It should be observed that the main part of the 
development site is not located in the eastern area of the BLGA. The Local Plan does 
not define ‘business purposes’. 

 
Policy LP7 of the Adopted Local Plan is also of relevance (see pages 32 to 34 of the 
Local Plan). The relevant part of the policy is reproduced below: 

 

 





An extract from the Reg 18 Emerging Local Plan is provided in Fig 4. 

Fig 2 shows that the application site falls partly within the existing urban area and partly 
within the area proposed as an ‘extenstion to industrial area’. The BCP does not define 
‘industrial’, though it should be noted that the existing waste use on part of the 
application site falls within what could be considered to be the existing industrial area. 

Fig 3 – Full Extract from Adopted Broad Concept Plan for South Wisbech (FDC, 2015) 
 

 
The BCP envisaged there would be access from Cromwell Road via Phase 1 to Phase 
3 via Newbridge Lane, through to a new roundabout on the A47. The proposed 
development does not appear to prevent this. 

 
 

3. Emerging Local Plan 
 

A copy of the Reg 18 consultation version of the Emerging Plan can be viewed here: 
Local Plan 2022 Test (fenland.gov.uk) 

 

The Reg 18 public consultation took place in August to October 2022. The proposals 
map shows the main application site: 

• within a minerals and waste local plan consultation area; 
• partly in and partly outside an employment / non-residential development site 

allocation [ref LP37.01]; and 
• inside and partly outside an existing employment area. 

 
The application site is specifically identified as a water management area (copied over 
from the adopted Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Minerals and Waste Local Plan). 

 



Fig 4 Extract From Emerging Reg 18 Fenland Local Plan – Wisbech Inset Map 
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Adopted Minerals & Waste Policies 

 

 

 
Emerging Local Plan Specific Policies 

 
 

 
LP15 (page 62) is the policy that relates to established employment areas and the 
relevant part of the policy is reproduced below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Policy LP37 (page 11) is reproduced below, as it relates to the development site (note 
that only the relevant part of the policy is reproduced): 

 

 



 
 
 

4. Next Stage of the Emerging Local Plan 
 

Reg 19 Stage is due to be underway in July 2023, but FDC no longer have a sufficient 
staff resource in place (only 1 officer in post), so are returning to members for a 
decision on how to proceed – abandon the Plan and restart once a new ‘How to 
Prepare a Local Plan’ system is in place, or continue with the existing Emerging Plan 
pending getting a suitable resource in place. 

 
 

Nick Harding 
Head of Planning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calculations are from the Waste Emissions Calculator for local authorities, from Local Partnerships. Link to tool: 
https://localpartnerships.org.uk/greenhouse-gas-accounting-tool/ 

The tool is free to download and is now available for all local authorities in England and Wales. It was developed as 
part of a research project by University College London and Cambridgeshire County Council, funded by the Local 
Government Association.  

Note: The calculations and outputs of the analysis were correct as per the September 2022 version of the tool.



Waste Categories Carbon Content

MVV Baseline 
Scenario: 
Residual 
Waste 
Composition 
from WRAP 
(2017) Table 3

MVV 
Alternative 
Scenario 1: 65% 
of Waste is 
Recycled

MVV 
Alternative 
Scenario 2: 90% 
Reduced Food 
and Plastics

Cambridgeshire 
Current Residual 
Waste 
Composition

Reduced 
Plastics (50% 
Less than 
Baseline)

Reduced Food 
and Garden 
Waste (50% Less 
than Baseline)

Min Max

WRAP-
Food Waste Biogenic 27.0% 25.2% 4.9%
Garden Waste Biogenic 2.7% 2.5% 3.9%
Other Organic Biogenic 2.3% 2.7% 4.1% 41.4%
Paper Biogenic 14.8% 15.9% 24.5% 12.4%
Card Biogenic 6.3% 5.9% 9.1%
Glass Non-Carbon 2.6% 2.4% 3.7% 5.0%
Ferrous Metals Non-Carbon 2.4% 2.2% 3.5%
Non-Ferrous Metals Non-Carbon 1.1% 1.0% 1.6%
Dense Plastic Fossil 7.8% 7.3% 1.4% 13.2%
Plastic Film Fossil 8.2% 7.7% 1.5%
Textiles Mixed 5.5% 5.1% 7.9% 3.9%
WEEE Mixed 1.1% 1.3% 2.0% 3.3%
Hazardous Mixed 0.5% 0.6% 0.9%
Wood Biogenic 2.3% 2.1% 3.3% 1.0%
Misc Combustible Mixed 9.3% 10.9% 16.7% 14.1%
Misc Non Combustible Mixed 3.6% 4.2% 6.5% 5.8%
Fines Mixed 2.2% 2.6% 4.0%
Other Mixed 0.3% 0.4% 0.5%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%

LGA Tool - Inputs

Volume of Waste per Annum (Tonnes) 625,000           625,000             625,000            625,000              625,000             625,000               

LGA Tool - Waste Categories

Paper and Card 21.1% 21.8% 33.6% 12.4% 23.1% 26.1%
Plastics 16.0% 15.0% 2.9% 13.2% 8.0% 19.8%
Textiles 5.5% 5.1% 7.9% 3.9% 6.0% 6.8%
Sanitary 0.0% 0.0%
Wood 2.3% 2.1% 3.3% 1.0% 2.5% 2.8%
Inert Materials 3.6% 4.2% 6.5% 5.8% 3.9% 4.4%
Glass and Metals 6.1% 5.6% 8.8% 5.0% 6.7% 7.5%

Organic Waste 32.0% 30.4% 12.9% 41.4% 35.0% 16.0%
Electronic Waste, Fines 3.3% 3.9% 6.0% 3.3% 3.6% 4.1%
Other Combustibles 9.3% 10.9% 16.7% 14.1% 10.2% 11.5%
Other 0.8% 1.0% 1.4%
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 99.1% 99.0%

MVV Figures

Net Calorific Value MJ/kg 9.53                  9.5 8.85
Carbon content 26.20% 26.10% 25.49%
Biogenic Carbon (% of Total Carbon) 57.20% 58.85% 74.58%
Non-Biogenic Carbon 42.80% 41.65% 25.42%

Output from LGA Carbon Calculator: Annual GHG Emissions (Sep 2022 Version of Tool)

EfW GHG Emissions (Excluding Biogenic CO2 Emissions) (Based on Continuous 
Incineration, Stoker, and Without Energy Recovery)

See cell H50 on 
Incineration tab of tool

328,944           316,874             136,156            292,973              195,793             404,393               136,156       404,393          

EfW Biogenic CO2 Emissions (Outside of Scope) 388,519           383,832             457,105            319,932              425,521             386,111               

Landfill GHG Emissions
See cell M67 on Landfill 
tab of tool

313,468           310,605             376,790            252,794              343,322             316,072               252,794       376,790          

Difference Between EfW and Landfill 15,476             6,269                  240,634-            40,179                147,529-             88,321                 240,634-       88,321            

MVV Claimed Emissions 273,326           

40 Years EfW Emissions 13,157,760     12,674,960       5,446,240         11,718,920        7,831,720         16,175,720         5,446,240    16,175,720    

MVV Claim 10,933,040     
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GHG Emissions from EfW Plant Compared to Landfill, for Different Waste Composition Scenarios

EfW GHG Emissions (Excluding Biogenic CO2 Emissions) (Based on Continuous Incineration, Stoker, and Without Energy Recovery) Landfill GHG Emissions



Waste Fraction / 
Parameter

Dry Matter 
Weight

dmi

(% of Wet 
Weight)

Total 
Carbon 
Content

CFi

(% of Dry 
Weight)

Fossil 
Carbon 
Fraction

FCFi

(% of Total 
Carbon 

Content)

Source

Paper and Card 90% 46% 1%

Plastics 100% 75% 100%

Textiles 80% 50% 20%

Sanitary 40% 70% 10%

Wood 85% 50% 0%

Inert Materials 90% 3% 100%

Glass, Ferrous and Non-
Ferrous

100% 0% 0%

Organic 40% 44% 0%

Electronic Waste and 
Batteries, Fines

90% 3% 100%

Combustibles / 
Hazardous Waste

50% 28% 100%

Table 2.6 in 
2006 IPCC 
Guidelines, 
Vol. 5, Ch. 2

Table 2.4 in 
2006 IPCC 
Guidelines, 
Vol. 5, Ch. 2
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